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HISTORIC NAME OF STRUCTURE (INCLUDE SOURCE FOR NAME) 
Alexander Randall Double House 

HABS NO. 
MD-272 

SECONDARY OR COMMON NAMES OF STRUCTURE 

COMPLETE ADDRESS (DESCRIBE LOCATION FOR RURAL SITES) 

88-90 State Circle 

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDESOURCE) 

Before 1880 

ARCHITECT(S) (INCLUDESOURCE) 

SIGNIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL, INCLUDE ORIGINAL USE OF STRUCTURE) 
An unusually well constructed late nineteenth century building whose builders paid 

a great deal of attention to expensive detail work even though the city was going through 
a period of economic depression. 

STYLE (IF APPROPRIATE) 

MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS)     First:  Brick laid in American Bond; 
Second and third stories:  Frame, faced with imbricated light red-orange ti?es on the 

front portion:  stucco and pseudo half-timber on the sides and wooden shingles on the rear. 
SHA APE AND DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE) 

stories with a three story wing over a high basement.Overall dimensions, are approximate" 
x 55'. Assvmetrical in plan. 

EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE There is a porch at each front corner which is reached by nine 
tfide stone steps with simple iron railing. The porches are one bay deep and two bays wide. 
Over the outer bay the porches are gabled and supported on two square paneled columns of 
modified Tuscan detail. The porches have a small interior wooden cornice (see attached pagt 

INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (DESCRIBE FLOOR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHED)  First floor: There is an 
entrance and stair hall at the front corner which lead to two rooms at the inner side, and 
eventually to two successive rooms at the rear. Second floor: The layout her is essential!; 
the same as that of the first floor. Stairways: The stairs are open-well (see attached pa^ 

MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS WITH DATES A report by Florence Dunbar (Jan.1965) for HABS 
indicates that addtions of service wing and apartment and offices were added to the 
main house but no dates of construction have been suggested. 

PRESENT CONDITION AND USE  As of lg65 the house was used as a private residence. 

OTHER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE  The house is iocated at the northeast corner of State 
Circle and North Street. For information concerning chain of title see data pages 3-5. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION (INCLUDING LISTING ON NATIONAL REGISTER. STATE REGISTERS, ETC.) 

Army-Navy Journal, July 12,1913,  collection of U.S.  Naval Academy Library    (see attached D 

COMPILER,AFFILIATION Elen1 Sl*lvermant HABS ( Historian from reports by 
Florence Dunbar  (1/1/65) and Harley j. McKee (8/12/64). 

DATE 

■3/1/84 
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EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (CONT'D): and floors of ceramic tile. Two 
large brick chimneys are located on the central dividing partition. 
Those portions above the roof are ornamented with corner pilasters and 
panels, executed in brick, and are covered with a slab whose flues open 
to the sides. The entrance doors are rectangular with flat arch, and are 
fitted with double doors and a transom. The transoms are glazed with 
a semi-elliptical fanlight with leaded glass arranged in a geometrical 
pattern. The upper half of each door is glazed with leaded glass; below 
each glazed -anel is a projecting sill with dentil course. 

The main body of the roof is hipped, but several gables project 
along the lower section. The tops of these gables are decorated with 
red tile cresting terminating in a wave-like finial. The roof is covered 
with dark grey slate. The main cornice is of wood with a wide cove. The 
gables carry wide paneled barge boards, and eaves with ornamental rafter 
ends. 

INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (CONT'D): with a closed string.The posts are large, 
square with chamfered corners, and incised design at the top, and heavy, 
turned finials. The handrails are large, rounded on the top and reeded on 
the sides. There are heavy turned balusters whose tops and bases are .square. 
The treads are of pine ane the soffits of matched and beaded boards. 
The walls and ceilings of the house are of plain plaster. The entrance hall 
is ceiled with exposed joists which are chamfered on the corners, and matched 
and beaded boards are laid perpendicular to the joists. The first story .rooms 
are wainscoted. The walls in the first story front central room have tall 
panels above the wainscoting and moldings which project from the face of 
the wall. There are two fireplaces in the central first story rooms. That in 
the front room has a rectangular opening ; The mantel is composed of a 
wooden frieze three panels, a pair of heavy brackets supporting a thick 
mantel shelf and vertical panels between these brackets. The brackets 
terminate in a wide reeded base. The fireplace in the rear room has a 
semi-circular arched opening of brick. The mantel is composed of side 
pilasters supporting brackets which support a thick mantel shelf. The area 
below the shelf is coved and ornamented with a simple incised palmette 
band. Each spandrel bears a dark, square ceramic tile with a naturalistic 
scene in low relief and two small triangular panels. 

SITE AND SURROUNDINGS: The grounds of the house on the State Circle side 
have an iron fence which appears to be original. This fencing has a decorative 
motif typified by panels composed of V1 round rods in an interwoven pattern, 
lozenges in the central zone and arches above and below. Each post is a 
square bar topped by a cast iron foliated finial. The top rail is made of 
flat strips to which are attached cast iron ornaments of symmetrical scrolls 
bearing spear points. A simpler iron fence continues along the North Street 
frontage. 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION  (CONT'D): 

Historic Annapolis Index;Fiie, Hall of Records 
Land Records & gtTTs, tbuntjTCourt House 
Wilis, Hall of Records 

CHAIN OF TITLE: The following information represents an    incomplete chain 
of title: 

,-\3   .:,,6se   coi'iii.ion   vva i i    n-juses   nave   a   ai vreptiiit   ii 1 story   o t   owner- 
siiip   rhey   are    listed   separate ly   to   avoid   contusion. 

!.      „-^vj   jtate   Circle 

I Oc;-7     A./\.   Co.   Deecis,    Liber   JliN   2,   TO 1 i o   ~-r'0,    dai i    of   ;ieeords: 
James   3oyle,   trustee,   -co   Alexancer   u^ntiai I 
Lots 7o,   77,   7'6,   79 and 80 

! b8 I      A .A ■   Co-   Wi ' j.,3, Ljber   ;\ 1 I)    I,    to 1 io   s-jC,    County   Court;   Kouse; 
A\ 1 !   of   .Alexander   .vandal 1 
To   ,'i i s   wi re,    ui izabeth,    curing   n^.r    iife,   and   tt.en   in   snares 
of   e.jUci i   Vu i ue   to   n i s   en i I orun .       '.    .    .    ,\ 1 so   :;;y   ei;,ii t I i n-j 
house   ano   til 1    my   rijbt,    ~i'cie,    and    i ncerest    in   tne   otiier 
nouses   und    in   a I I   ~c!:e    Ices   of   JPOUIIO   in   x.', ie   sou a re   COLS- 

preSendee   by   par'cs   or   the   i'cate   = ,ou se   Circle,   r or'cii, 
Tabernacle,    ano   i!rj nee   Gyor-ie   Streets   and   :,aryl."n;u   Avenue, 
toijetiier   w i t n   a i i   rents   and   pror i'cs   hereof," 

iov7     A .A ■i   Co.   Jeeas,    Lioer   C.J   0,   ro Jj/o   -;-J7 ,    County   Co:rt;   Xouse: 
J«    ■.; i rt   .'.unua! I ,    3lciiici-,urci   :-;andai i ,    .:■.   niexanaer   .ianaiil I , 
"C p u s'cees   ov   t n e   n ,-;t ate   o t   A I yxa nee r   . ,n n co i l ,    oe cecd CG,   to 
,i! i iicjioo'cn   jj,    ,',GpiCiG 1 I    s_»no   . i^e ! i pit   J .   ,% a nosa i l ,    s i stors,   Q 3 
■cenoncs   i n   co,.;;;;on, 
''To-jetner   w i tn   tne   two-story-anc-att i c   brick   ana   i"r^...e 

owe I I i ng   erected  trtereon.    . 
i h i s   deed   records   t ne   of t i ci a 1    ,^rt i c i on   uiiu   division   ot" 
the   estate   of   A I oxander   A a no a I i ,    Geceaseo,    urter   tne   aeat ft 
of   ..is   wire,    clizaoeth;   as   p^r    i nstrae'eion    in   r.is   will. 
Circuit   Court   equity   Case   7/-" I y o7   oives   f u 1 1    deta i Is   or   the 
division   of   property,      ".    .    .    be i no,   a   part   ot    I ot   and 
■aw e i i 1 1 rj3   ijKs 1 ^i;aoe»_■   as   w-J  >-<   // T-   ■-• •;   P > a c   Oi    3 a0a i v i a i on 

1 of   nou'.estead   property   of   A I oxanaer   .ianga 1 I ,    "exa i b i t   /f I I , 
attached  to   ex.-. ioit   7/^3. 
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#86 State Circle Chain of Title Cont'd: 

. Iay7      n'A' .C°:    '*' ' is'   ..Lioer   '-vri1   1 ,    fo I i o   35^,    County   Court   .iouse; 
Jessie   8.    iC_    Cdowe I I ,    nee   tili-abeth   d.   l-iandall,   to   r,er 
nusbanti,    i Ao^as    ! .   Caswe 1 I f    ■;HL);-i 

iser   undivided   one-naif    interest    in  rr4o   itate   Circle. 

(now   rrOo) 

'913     A.M.    Co.    wills,    Li oer   0S0  47,   folio   oj,    County   Court   house: 

ilioiiias  T.    Caswe 1 ! ,    deceased,     I eaves   to  A tie I i ne   S .    handa i I 

.1 i s   unoivided   one-hair    interest    in   ;/■"-*. o   State   Circle   which 

he    inner! ted   from   his   wife,    oessie   i.    :i.    Oajwe 1 I » 

iyld     A.A.    Co.    ueegs,    Li per   3.j    102,    fo-i io   o9,    County   Court   'iouse; 

Hcie I i ne   5.    ;\anda I 1 ,    unmarr i ed,   to   :iosa I i e   CasweI I    hood 

Jweilino   known   as   jf4o   State   Circle   and    tot   on   wnich    it   stands 

1920     A.A.    Co.   Jeeds,.    Liber   ,^[<   17,    folio   -*y7.    County   Court   ilouse: 

f;osa I i e   Caswe 1 i    hood   to   Lizzie   W ,    Craiia^a,   w i re   of   Samue ! 

L^    Cranam 
For   H> i 2,000 .    " .    .    .    be i n9   i mprovea  by   a   two-story   br i ck 
awe i i j ng   now   oesi^nated   as   at re-^t   i.iniioer   ^.a,   „tate   a i r c I e „ 

1929     A.A.    Co.    oeeds,    Lioer   FSh   55,    folio   4o9,    County   Court   house: 

£lizabeth   .i.   Craham,    widow,   to   Robert   5.    3.    .<e I ch   and 

bally   5onc,   11 i s   w i fe 

1 I .     ffS'6   State   C i re i e 

I S^i-7      A.A.    Co.    Deeds,    L i oer    JhN   ^,_folio   -r^0,    hall    of   ..ocords : 

j,,;;ies   ooyle,    trustee,    to   Alexander   handa i I 

Lots   7o,    77,    7$,    79,   and   -oO 

I8o0     A..:v-   Co.   Jeeds,   Liber   S j-j   Io,   folio   ^1,   County   Court   house: 

A lexanuer   handa I i    and   w if e   to   j .    :*i rt     .onoa I I 
" ,    .    .   runn i n j   tnence   w i th   t,i i s   y,.;o i i    i ran  fcr.ee   to t ne 

Ci-ircer   of   a    new   3 i ocU   or   two   or i ck   bu i i ad n js   owned   by 

the   so i d   A i wxonuer .    -    ■   to   nave   ana   to   ivo 1 a'   one   sa id    1 ot 

or   parce 1    of   ground   w i t;i    -hie   two-st ory-and-att i c   br i ck 

and   f ra.ne   owe I I i ng   liouse   thereon   erected   oe i n .j   the 

easternmost   of  the  aforesa id   o I oc;<   of   two   nouses .    .    .' 

for   oh), 700 > 
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1897     /\_.A.    Co.   Jeeds,    Liber   GW   o,   folio   QJ \ ,    County   Court   house; 
j-    W i rt   Randal 1    ano   wire,    Hannah,    to   Catherine   W.    isai.dal I 
aiio   Fannie   ft.    r-;c I 1 Ivaine 
In   the   reaivision   of   the   property   of   CMC   estate   of   ,ii expan- 
der   ,;andal 1    after  -che   death   of   his   widow    in    1695,    it   was 
agreed   the   ma i n   ewe I t i ng   iiouse   shou I d   go   to   J .    W i rt 
.^anda i i ,   and   he   must, therefore, turn   ovar   n i s   present   home 
to   two   other   beneficiaries. 

19 lo     n.A.    Co.    Coeds,    Lioer   J'.I    123,    folio   -j-Q^,    County   Court   House: 
Catherine    ,i'.   Randall,   unmarried,    ang   Fannie   ;■-.    ,-ic 1 I I va i ne, 
wicow,    to   ,-irthur   ;'..    i>own   and   wife,   Annie   C, 

' ^*7 A ■ A ■ Co. u^ao, Li oer f 3.\ I 4, folio C I b_f County Court . ,ouse : 
,-\rtnur i-l. Brown .and wife an;i i e 0. lo Pn i I ip ni i lor and wire, 
Seida   V. 

j 94o a, A. Co. Deeds, Li oer JHH 390, f o i i o 3ol, Co u nt y C o u ri/ h ou s e ; 
Phi I ip wi i ler and wife, 3e I da V.. to James F, Connor and w i ; e , 

riar jor i e   Pa^e 

' 947      A -i\ -    Co.    Jeeds,    L i per   J hH   399,    folio   4/'o,    County   Court   house; 
James- F,    Connor  ond   w i f e,   Mar jor i e   Pao,e   to   Junses   G .    i(

:ood- 
ward,   Trustee, 
Woodward   to    i mmed i ate I y   reconvey   tne   prop^rzy   to   ,-i.T. ,<. 
tJoads    in   trust   for   7. <«■ ■   Oodds■ 

' 9-i-7      A-A.    Co..   Ceeds ,    Liber   Jhii   399,    folio   -+77,    County   Court   iiouse; 
James   C.    Woodward,   trustee,    to   ;i.T.V;.    Jodds,   trustee 
for    i . .,'.   Dodds . 

i9j^     i\»h,    Co.    u^ea^,    Li oer   JhB   o93,    folio   C-31 ,    County   Court:   house; 
|Vi.TH ,i -    jodds,    trustee   tor    I . ,<.    Jodds,    i nf ant,    to   Sornarn   R. 
Cary   and   Elizabeth   Joy,   his   wife. 
".    .    .   situated  on   the   northeast   s iae   of   State   Circle-    .    . 
being   improved  by   a   building   known   as   Number   44   State 
Circle   .    .    ."(Now   known  as   ^88   State   Circle.) 

• 


